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IN GRAND 
STAIRCASE 
ESCALANTE 
NATIONAL 
MONUMENT

Ancestral Homelands

IndigenoIndigenous Peoples have been on this landscape 
since time immemorial. Grand Staircase Escalante 
National Monument is part of the ancestral 
homelands for many tribes who were the original 
inhabitants of the region and who were forcibly 
removed from the landscape. Though currently 
living beyond the Grand Staircase-Escalante 
region, Hopi, A:shiwi/Zuni, Acoma, and region, Hopi, A:shiwi/Zuni, Acoma, and 
Hemes/Jemez Pueblo people trace their history to 
these lands, where multiple cultural groups lived 
and interacted for centuries. Nuwuvi/Southern 
Paiute oral traditions say that Paiute people have 
always been here, and Paiute bands were residing 
here when various colonizing settlers entered the 
aarea. As part of a connected cultural landscape, 
Diné/Navajo and Noochew/Ute people, too, claim 
ties to areas within the Grand Staircase-Escalante 
region. And so it is that these Indigenous nations 
have sustained connections to these ancestral 
lands in myriad ways and will continue to carry 
those bonds into the future. 




